
 

Contributions of psychology to limiting climate change

   
   
   
Abstract:

Psychology can make a significant contribution to limiting the magnitude of climate change by improving
understanding of human behaviors that drive climate change and human reactions to climate-related
technologies and policies, and by turning that understanding into effective interventions. This article
develops a framework for psychological contributions, summarizes what psychology has learned, and sets
out an agenda for making additional contributions. It emphasizes that the greatest potential for contributions
from psychology comes not from direct application of psychological concepts but from integrating
psychological knowledge and methods with knowledge from other fields of science and technology.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker, Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location
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 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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